BISMARCK

among the deputies*who were already there or might ar-
rive immediately afterwards, He complained of the dis-
persal of the permanent staff, which had been called out
and employed on their peace footing, and was now scattered
far from their recruiting districts and depots, partly in the
interior of the country, but to a still greater extent in
South-west Germany, and consequently in localities where
a rapid mobilisation on a war footing could only be car-
ried out with difficulty.1

|                             "     The Baden troops had at that time been caused to enter

Prussia by roads that were not easily passable, making use
of the Weser district of Brunswick; a proof of the solicitude
with which the frontiers of the confederated Princes were
respected, whilst all the other attributes of their territorial
sovereignty were lightly ignored or abolished in the con-
stitution projected for the Empire and the alliance of the
three kings. The projects were carried nearly to the
point of mediatisation, but no one ventured to claim
marching quarters outside the actual military routes pro-
vided for by treaty. It was only on the outbreak of the
Danish war of 1864 that this timid tradition was broken
through at Schwartau, and the lowered toll-bar of Olden-
burg ignored by Prussian troops.

The reflections of a practical and honest general like
Stockhausen I could hot criticise, and cannot even now.
From the military point of view our hands were tied as
he said, and the blame for this was not his, but resulted
from that want of system with which our policy was con-
ducted, both in the military and the diplomatic depart-

jjj                                            l Cf, the speech of Bismarck in the Reichstag of Jan. 21, 1882 (Po-

jjf                                    litiscke Redent\ii. 234); the above information gives the key to the proper

|                                     understanding of the speech of Dec. 3, 1850.
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